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August 2015 Newsletter
NEXT ACTIVITY:

GRASSES PLANTING DAY
SUNDAY 23th AUGUST - 1 PM TO 3 PM
CARSHALTON COURT, HOPPERS CROSSING
(MELWAY MAP 203, A7)

Denice Perryman has been in contact with Trevor
Prowd at Wyndham City Council, the new Council
liaison officer for our
group. He is organising 400
grasses to be delivered to
this site. The grasses are of
a type to help the habitat for
Cunningham’s Skink, the
small lizard that calls this
part of the Creek home.
RAIN, HAIL AND SHINE
ON NATIONAL TREE DAY

Markham Way/Merton St, Altona Meadows
26th July
Report by Denice Perryman
We had 375 pre-prepared holes and were putting
out the same number of plants, in addition to
off-loading stakes and guards.
There may not have been snow and sleet, but the
weather sent us just about everything else – wintry
cold, rain, hail and shine, and wind!
I was musing that it is a ‘leap of faith’ to do this
and just hope people turn up on the day. I thought
“Will anyone actually turn up in this weather?” We
advertised a later starting time of 2 pm and as hardly
any souls had turned up by 2:10, I was becoming
increasingly worried.

Continued next page

Despite the weather, it was a ‘feel-good day’ when 35 hardy souls
turned up for the planting of 375 plants along the Creek between
Markham Way/Merton St, Altona Meadows, on National Tree Day,
Sunday 26th July.
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I need not have panicked. It all just
happened. People just kept walking in
those Markham Way path gates - despite
being nearly blown away, rained and
lightly hailed upon!
Somehow we managed to put in all our
375 plants, guards and stakes in 1½ hrs,
followed by a pleasant afternoon tea, and
cleared up the last bits just as it poured
down again!
Thanks to our 35 hardy souls who turned
up. It was a ‘feel-good day’.
Recognition is due to Gerard Morel, from
Melbourne Water, and Libby Rigby, from
Hobson’s Bay City Council, as both had
worked earlier at other local National Tree
Day plantings.
We also had two NAB volunteers, other
new faces, and the ‘boomerangs’
including the ever trusty Dera Sacha
Sauda group of friends.

Some of the hard working Dera Sacha Sauda group of friends that helped the day’s
activity flow on Sunday 26th July.

We put in 375 plants and the whole activity just seemed
to flow (or blow over, in the case of some plant guards).
My leap of faith landed on solid ground. Thank you all!
PUTTING IN 333 PLANTS WITH EASE

Hobson’s Bay Community Fund
Planting Day, Sunday 9th August
Report by Denice Perryman
For this planting we used the Hobson’s Bay Community
Fund $1000 grant.

Great to see young helpers at the Hobson’s Bay Community
Fund planting day on Sunday 9th August. They were brothers
Rhys (left) and Braydon, with mum Sonya Findlow.

From their viewing platform, these two
fluffy observers kept an eye on the
activities.

Celebrating Hobson’s Bay Community Fund planting day were
Libby Rigby, Hobson’s Bay City Council Ranger, and Colleen
Gates, Wetlands Ward Councillor Mayor.

welcomed
We
Colleen Gates and
Carl Marsich, our
Wetlands Ward
councillors, who
came to assist; unfortunately,
Hayden Raysmith
from the Hobson’s
Bay Community
Trust had prior
arrangements.

The day made up
for the bad weather we experienced on our National Tree
Day on 26th July, with mild and calm conditions.

Entry was through the Merton St, Altona Meadows, gate
as we decided this planting was to be a concentrated effort
at the ‘Denice Perryman’ seat.

Continued next page
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We were able to put in the 333 plants with
ease.
We had two NAB volunteers, 11 Dera Sacha
Sauda volunteers, and a lovely afternoon tea
partly supplied by the Dera Sacha Sauda
group.
(I now have the recipe for the onion bhajis!
The tasty little onion balls are bound together
with lightly spiced and fragrant chickpea flour
batter.)
Thank you to all for a very productive day!
Photo opposite: In a show of teamwork, the Dera
Sacha Sauda volunteers were busy making up the
guards during a very productive planting day.

Hobson’s Bay Council Busy for FoSC
Parks Victoria is removing Boneseed from areas of high
botanical value and supporting research into methods of
biological control. Volunteer groups and schools are also
actively involved with the Boneseed control program.

Hobsons Bay City Council has been busy on our behalf.
• Firstly, as requested, the Council has installed doggydoo bag dispensers along the Creek at the shared path
entrance at Merton St, Altona Meadows, as well near the
footbridge at Ravenswood Close, Seabrook. This
eventuated after we did the Seabrook Primary School
education day and were embarrassed at the dog litter along
the Creek.

BirdLife Melbourne is also doing a bird survey. Perhaps
a bird survey in the morning and then helping us out with
the planting in the afternoon would be an alternative.
This way they could add to the Bird Atlas and keep a
bi-monthly record of birds seen along the Creek and also
help us out with revegetation. While our committee is
very keen on the idea, Phillip will pass our ideas on to his
committee, and we’ll see how we go.

• Secondly, we’re finally about to see the ‘light at the end
of tunnel’ at the Point Cook Road underpass. Colleen
Gates our Wetlands Ward Councillor Mayor has been
checking on the progress on our behalf. Powercor has now
installed its pit and within weeks the power metering
system, then the pumps will be installed by Council. Then,
hopefully (or surely) the underpass will no longer flood which will be a great joy for walkers and bike riders alike!

BirdLife Melbourne is the Melbourne Branch of BirdLife
Australia. Further information:
http://www.birdlifemelbourne.org.au/
Thanks Maddie Veale

• Thirdly, the ‘Don’t Feed the Birds’ signs have now been
erected at the Creek footbridge, Ravenswood Close,
Seabrook. Hopefully, the signs will be a permanent fixture
there for a long time to come!

For the past five to six years our group has been liasing
with Maddie Veale at Wyndham City Council. We have
found her welcoming, friendly and unfailingly supportive
of our efforts. In a reshuffle of tasks, the Council liaison
with our group has been passed on to Trevor Prowd, who
joined us for the ‘Volunteering in the Senior Years’ event
in 2014. While it’s sad that we will no longer work with
Maddie, it will be nice to renew ties with Trevor.

Thank you to the Council for being so proactive and
responding to the FoSC requests.

Possible BirdLife Melbourne Support
Philip Peel, the BirdLife Melbourne Activities Coordinator, has contacted our group about working with
us and the local community in support of the classified
‘Important Bird Areas’ around Melbourne.

We wish Maddie all the very best in her new role.
Thanks Ewen Cowie
The Friends of Skeleton Creek now have an Australian
Business Number to use in financial trading. Thanks Ewen.

Skeleton Creek and Cheetham Wetlands are the closest
‘Important Bird Areas’. BirdLife Melbourne has a 2500
strong member base and it’s willing to put our planting
days on their bird activity calendar for participation.

Contrasting Environment
FoSC member Wrenford Brown has drawn our attention
to an interesting and contrasting environment to ours of
the Martu people. The Martu are the traditional owners of
a large part of central Western Australia that extends from
the Great Sandy Desert in the north to around Wiluna in
the south, spanning three desert bio-regions and 15 million
hectares.

The group has been
doing Boneseed removal at the You
Yangs for many years
(Boneseed, a native of
South Africa, is a pest
plant and chokes out
large areas of native
vegetation).

The Martu Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa organisation’s web page,
including links to recent publications, is located at
http://www.kj.org.au/
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Newport Lakes Friends Talk
FRIENDS OF SKELETON CREEK

Angela Whiffin and Denice Perryman will be presenting
a Friends of Skeleton Creek talk at the Friends of Newport
Lakes’ meeting on Tuesday 18th August.

2015 CALENDAR
** Starting and finishing time of activities are 1 pm
to 3 pm, unless otherwise advised.

Angela will have the PowerPoint presentations we used
for the 2013 and 2014 AGMs as well as slides from the
Australian Plant Society to complement the talk.

(Hobson’s Bay City Council activity highlighted
in bold, Wyndham City Council activity underlined)
Sun 23 August - Planting at Carshalton Crt,
Hoppers Crossing

Newsletter Publication Details
• Editorial content provided by Denice Perryman

Sun 27 September - Weeding / Maintenance at
Catalina Court, Point Cook

• Edited and produced by John Dawes, using Serif
PagePlus DTP software

Sun 25 October - Mulch spreading (if needed),
Markham Way / Merton St, Altona Meadows

• Published as a PDF file and distributed
electronically to FoSC newsletter mailing list
recipients

Sun 22 November - Weeding at Clarendon Crt,
Seabrook
Note: sometimes we may need to adjust our plans
close to the time of each activity.

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome.
Please send to: friendsofskeletoncrk@gmail.com

The next FoSC meeting is on Wed 2 Sep, 7:30 pm, at
the Old School House, Laverton (corner of Kiora St
and Cameron Av).

Newsletter Distribution List
Email Changes? Unsubscribe?
If you want to advise of a change to your email
address or unsubscribe from this newsletter,
please email Friends of Skeleton Creek Publicity
Officer with the necessary details to:
friendsofskeletoncrk@gmail.com

The Friends of Skeleton Creek gratefully
acknowledge the support of Melbourne Water

www.facebook.com/friendsofskeletoncreek
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